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Finding a book: an example

Q call numbers found on 3rd

floor

H – Z : 3rd

A – G : 4th

“Main Stacks”: Shelves on 3rd

and 4th floors

There are 12 copies and 

2 are checked out.  We 

normally have one copy 

of most books.

Another copy is at  Lewis-Clark 

State College.



What does the call number  mean?

QL

737

C22

S63

2005

Q = Science
QL= Zoology

QL700-

739.8  = 

Mammals S = 1st letter of author’s 

last name (Smith)

S63, or rather .63 puts 

the author’s last name in 

sequence with other 

authors whose last name 

begins with S

2005 = year 

of publication

C22  means the book is about 

“Canidae,” the scientific family 

that includes wolves.



Go to the 3rd floor



Check the 

library 

directory  in 

the foyer to 

see where 

“QL” call 

numbers are 

found.



Find the 

shelf 

guide 

with the 

letters 

you need 

(or close 

to those 

letters).



Find the 

row with 

the right 

letters and 

number 

range.



The books are arranged across in short rows 

(ranges), with the rows moving from top to 

bottom.



Check the call number and title.  To check 

out the book, take it to the Circulation 

Desk on the 1st floor.


