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Program Notes 

Ballroom Portraits was commissioned in memory of Walter 
Howard Snodgrass, long-time Idaho and Pacific Northwest school 
band director and officer in the National Music Educators 
Association. The Snodgrass family requested that this new piece be 
modeled upon Walt's favorite band composition, Suite of Old 
American Dances, by the famous Broadway theater orchestrator, 
arranger, and composer, Robert Russell Bennett. The family also 
suggested that the melodic and harmonic material be derived from a 
song written by Walter in 1941 for his wife-to-be, Doris. The first 
music you hear in Movement 1 presents both Walt's song and an 
echo of the introduction to Suite of Old American Dances. 

As in the Robert Russell Bennett original, Ballroom Portraits has 
five movements, each a representation of the dancer or dance couple 
and the dance/ dance-step they developed or are associated with: 

1. Irene and Vernon Castle 
'The Castle Walk" (1912) 

2. Harry Fox 
''Fox's Trot" (1913) 

3. Elida Webb and Flournoy Miller 
'The Charleston" (1923) 

4. Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers 
'The Motion Picture Waltz" (1933) 

5. George ''S horry" Snowden 
'The Lintfy Hop" or 'Jitterbug" (1936) 
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Dedication Page 1 of2 

Mike Locke 

From: Dianne Thrailkill [thrail@bigsky.net] 

Sent: Saturday, April 10, 2004 1:45 PM 

To: mikelocke@idahovandals.com 

Subject: Dedication 

Hi Mike. Here is what Doris thinks should be on the dedication. Thanks for all you have done. We are 
so excited about this! Tell us if this is appropriate: 

"Dedicated to high school bands and their directors in tribute to Walter Howard Snodgrass, school music 
teacher." 

The dedication one on the inside cover will mostly be Dan's remarks about how he used the various 
composers and Walt's original theme, right? Other information could be taken from this: 

Walter Howard Snodgrass was born June 15, 1919 in Jerome, Idaho to Eugene Munn and Lena 
Howard Snodgrass. His two brothers, Karl and Jack Snodgrass, preceded him in death. 

At an early age, Walt showed an interest in music and enjoyed the piano 
his entire life. He played in various dance bands from his teens through retirement, 
including 3Gentleman of Note 2. In 1941 he received both his Bachelor and Master degrees in 
Education from the University of Idaho, and married Doris Hungerford that same year. They 
were married almost 61 years. 

A WWII veteran in the 24th Infantry Division, he fought in New Guinea, 
Leyte, Mindoro, Mindinao, and was stationed in Japan. He was 
Concert Master from 1943-46. While recoveringfrom malaria in the 
Philippines, a Japanese bomb fell through the roof into his hospital 
Room, but failed to detonate. 

Walt Snodgrass taught music in Orofino, Idaho (1941-42), Sandpoint, Idaho (1942-43) and 
again from 1946-1949 after serving in WWII He taught in Rosalia, Washington (1949-53), and 
Moscow, Idaho (1953-77) . He trained numerous practice teachers and thousands of students 
during his 3 6 years of teaching, and his bands were always outstanding. 

He was President of the Idaho Music Educators Association (1958-1960), Vice President of 
the Northwest Music Educators National Conference (MENC) (1962-63), Editor of the Idaho 
Music Educators Quarterly (1965-67), a member of the American School of Band Directors1 

Association (1960-1964) and an honored member of the Band Masters of the Northwest. 

Walt and his wife, Doris, fell in love with the Oregon Coast and retired there in 1977. In 
Seaside, he was active with the Lions Club, Elks Club, and the Seaside Senior Commission, 
as well as past President of the local chapter of AARP . 

• Walt is survived by Doris Snodgrass, his wife of 61 years; his children Lynn Schmidt, 
Dianne Thrailkill, and Mark Snodgrass; his grandchildren Stacy Thrailkill, Brian 
Thrailkill, Julie Snodgrass, Michael Snodgrass and Cassie Pretz; and a great-grandchild, 

4/10/2004 



Dedication 

Tyrell Thompson. 

In lieu of flowers, a fund has been established to benefit local High School Bands. Please 
send contributions to Walt Snodgrass Band Fund: c \o Mark Snodgrass; 9 2 4 16th St.; 
Clarkston, Washington 99403. A private ceremony will be held by the immediate 
family. 

4/10/2004 
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JUN-08-2003 09:18 PM DIANNE THRAILKILL 
721 6382 P.02 

Dan, 

Walt played this for me at Christmastime 1940, in Jerome, just after he gave me an 

engagement ring. It wasn't until 1998 that I finally found an idea for lyrics, after reading a 

book with a reincarnation theme. The title doesn't have to be the same. Do with it as you 

wish. In "Dandelion Wine" by Ray Bradbury, there is a chapter about a 90 ... year old lady 

·and a young newspaper editor. This was one of the stories that inspired the lyrics. 

Once upon a lifetime, 

Far, and long ago, 

Somewhere in another world 

I loved you so. 

Cant recall just where 

And can't remember when, But every 

Time I see your face I fall in love again. 

The music of your_ laughter 

The wonder of your tears, 

Can this new hereafter 

Banish all our fears? 

Time will telf the story 

Of how, and where, and when, 

And--Somewhere, in another world 

We'll fall in love again. 
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