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IN MEMORIAM DRESDEN 

Overall Performance Time - 6:35 

Notes To The Director: 

On the night of February 13, 1945, Allied forces fire-bombed the undefended German city of 
Dresden. Swollen by the flow of refugees fleeing the advancing Russian Army to almost twice 
iU normal population, the "Fire Storm" killed approximately 150,000 men, women and 
children. 

I. Prologue (1 :20) 

This movement establishes the mood of impending disaster and presents the thematic material 
upon which the rest of the piece is based. 

II. Seeds In The Wind (1 :45) 

The title of this movement refers to the method of "seeding" the bomb target with jellied 
gasoline and incendiaries. The movement portrays the fury of the bombing attack. 

Ill. Ave Maria (2:00) 

The material in this movement reflects upon the religious and artistic heritage of Dresden and 
becomes a prayer for the victims of the attack. 

IV. Fire Storm (1:30) 

In this movement, the sounds of the "Fire Storm" are recreated. Musically, the last movement 
serves as a resolution to the tension built up in the previous three movements. 
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Performance Notes: 

General 
lndgln .x«tly the cut-oil point for a tone or voc.ili11t1on. 

(No sound occurs on the JI note .ipp,OiChed oy the tie.I 

Voc:iltzation : Repeal one or .ill of the following Germ.in words 
•rapidly• possible without chinging the pitch of the voice. 
(In e monotone) : Hilt.. f_,, luuch, F111Wrt•ule. f-, .s,u,m. 
Dvn.imic merki"II determine whether to use whioper1, norm.ii 
ipNCh or lhouta. 

lndtCetH •~eel entr.inces .ind volume 1ncre.ise ol voc4ltnt1on. 
(Dynamic merk1"9110eo,npeny th,s notation I 

rQOOu) 

--½~ 
~ ----

~ 

~ 

Remove mouthpiece from brass ,nstruments .ind blow•" through 
horn Do not movt1 v•lves . Flutes cover tone hole with mouth end 
keep all keys closed (lo-SI 10Und pOCSlblel . 

Solo flute play written pitch and fall off lyltss. down). crNt1ng a 

sobbing effect 

Wh,stle, starttng al • low pitch •nil yradually getting higher Then 
w,lh lhe mouth tn an " 0 " lh"l'e •nd tounlltng lhe "Shh. ·•. ltghtly 

lillJ the ltps with the p;,lm of one hind, at ftrll es fut as po111ble . 
bu I gradually gen,ng slower 

Play an~ notes as high and as fast as possible . 

Percussion 

TT • Hard mallets. ff c Soft malleu. II = Snare drum stick (wood end of timpani mallet I. 

• • Completely muffled drum. 0 = Drum not muffled at all . I = Traditional rudimentary roll (thirty-teeond-notes). 

~ (Timpani) buzz-roll near edge of head with wood end of mallets, using foot pedal to change pitch up and down at random. 

J • Buu-roll. "Gong Drums" - Two one-huded bass drums hanging vertically from a rack. 
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