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PERFORMING DffiECTIONS 

CAVE may be performed as a regular concert piece. However, it was designed 
to offer several unique options for its presentation. 

It may be performed without a conductor and/or music and music stands. There 
is an independent bass drum ostinato which establishes the tempo, and the other in
strumental parts are simple enough to be memorized. 

The goal of such a performance, without conductor and music, is to permit the 
players undistracted total involvement with the sound and with each other, as music
ians. It also permits deployment of players on stage in ways having greater visual 
interest, special lighting, and more physical movement by the players. 

The Bass Drummer plays solo. This part is crucial, a pacemaker for the 
group. It consists of one figure i n .,. , repeated throughout, and this figure 
establishes the tempo of the eighth note for everyone. The Bass Drum soloist begins 
alone, as softly as possible, and from the beginning to letter CG), leads the ensemble 
in a gradual crescendo which should hit the climax at@)like 'i-'6reaking wave: 

DYNAMIC SHAPE 

Final Bar 

BD Solo 

Note that the Solo Bass Drum begins before the rest of the group and continues 
after they all have finished. The Solo Bass Drum emerges from silence and subsides 
into silence. It should be remarked also that, dynamically, the climax is sustained 
at@)and then relaxes rather quickly to the reflective coda. 

With such a dynamic shape there is a natural tendency to accelerate. This 
should not be suppressed but should be organic, as would occur in a human pulse un
der increasing tension or exertion. The Solo Bass Drum is marked "steady, but not 
mechanical; like a heart-beat". 

Since the Solo Bass Drum is in ij and the rest of the ensemble is in ! , there 
will be a consistent cross rhythm, although the eighth notes will be of equal value. 

It is the Contrabass Clarinet player who must establish the ! meter at his en
trance. The player begins on any eighth note of the pattern established by the Solo 
Bass Drum. The exact moment of the entrance by the Contrabass Clarinet is at the 
player's discretion; timed for optimum dramatic effect. 

The Solo Bass Drum player has been given a critical role and should be chosen 
carefully and given the best available instrument. 

DECOR 

For the most complete theatrical presentation, all players should wear sun
glasses and dark clothing. Many large plants (real or artificial) are placed among 
the players at various levels. Copious amounts of mist can be produced by vats of 
hot water filled with dry ice. 

The piece should begin in darkness broken only by a blue light illuminating the 
Contrabass Clarinet at the player's entrance. Thereafter, as each instrument or 



group enters, they are illuminated by different colored lights (never white). 
Theatrical lighting and spots may be used or regular incandescent floor lamps, 

table lamps, etc., all with colored bulbs, may be placed at various heights withill the 
'"'ensemble. The incandescent lamps, if used, may be turned on (plugged in) off-stage 
at the aPPropriate moments, · or they may be operated by members of the ensemble, 
on-stage. . 

After the climax, @, (when all the lights are on), they are turned off one by 
one, reversing the process of the opening. Following the final chord, the remaining 
lights are extinguished or, if possible, faded to darkness. 

These decor concepts are optional and are subject to creative interpretation. 
Alternatives may be developed, consistent with the atmosphere of CAVE. 

MOVEMENT 

Each player or group should develop ways of moving with the music, both to 
feel the pulse in absence of the conductor, and to interpret their parts visually to the 
audience and to each other. The desired image is that of an animated, rhythmic vi
sual field where all players are moving, both in unison with the beat and in individual 
groups according to the parts they are playing. Modest stepping in place, turning, 
and other show band / marching band t ype movements may be used if they do not inter
fere with the sound production. 

STYLE 

This should never be hurried, always supple and "loose", although the individual 
sections (Flutes, for example) should play with great cohesiveness of ensemble. Pas
sages marked "rubato" are especially fluid in rhythm. The overall concept of phras- · 
ing should reflect Blues and Jazz sources. 

STAGING SUGGESTIONS IF PERFORMING WITHOUT A CONDUCTOR 

Without a conductor on stage, there is no need for a central focus and it is pos
sible to consider staging plans such as the one suggested below: 

* Raised on platforms (Tuba and Baritone should be higher than Flute); arrows indi
cate direction performers are facing. 

5 



In general, platforms of different heights may be used to make the maximum 
number of players visible to the audience. 

Ideally, all players except Horn, Tuba and Baritone should stand. For the Con
trabass Clarinet and others this may require elevating the instrument. Homogeneous 
groups (all Trumpets, for example) should assemble in comfortable positions where 
they can respond to one another, alternating phrases and feeling the music together. 

RUSSELL PECK 

NOTATION SYMBOLS 

j Highest practical note 

~ Lowest practical note 

0 + 

Jffl 

Open, closed hand position for Trumpet Harmon mute 

In winds, a legato chromatic rip - "quasi glissando" 

When final note is a grace, glissando should extend to, and lead 
directly into, the next beat (i.e., it should not finish too early) 

Repeat first note in rhythm given 
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INSTRUMENTATION 

Listed below are the number of copies of each part contained in the complete 
Concert Band set. Note: Each entry as listed below is printed on one part; e.g. , 
Piccolo 1 & 2 are on one part, Flute 1, 2, 3 & 4 are printed on one part, etc. 
CA VE was commissioned and first performed by a Wind Ensemble with one play
er per part. The composer feels this size ensemble best suits his original con
cept for CAVE. 

2 Piccolos (Pie) 1 & 2 
4 Flutes (Fl) 1, 2, 3 & 4 
2 Oboes (Ob) 1 & 2 (Oboe 2 optional) 
8 Clarinets (Cl) 1, 2, 3 & 4 
1 Bass Clarinet (BCl) 

* 1 Contrabass Clarinet in B~ (CbCl) 
2 Alto Saxophones (A Sx) 1 & 2 
1 Tenor Saxophone (TSx) 
1 Baritone Saxophone (BSx) 

* 1 Doublebass (Db) (may be amplified) 

2 Trumpets (Tpt) 1 & 3 
2 Trumpets (Tpt) 2 & 4 . 
2 Horns (Hn) 1 & 2 
2 Horns (Hn) 3 & 4 
4 Trombones (Tbn) 1, 2, 
4 Baritone & Tuba 

* Contrabass Clarinet and Doublebass may be omitted 
Cb Cl is cued in other parts. 

1 Timpani (Timp) 
2 Vibraphone (Vibr) 1 & 2 and Marimba (Mar) 1 & 2 

3 & 4 (BsTbn) 

(2 players on Vibraphone, 2 players on Marimba. An electric piano, 
clavinet, piano, etc., may be substituted for Vibraphone and/or Mar
imba.} Marimba 1 & 2 also play wind chimes. 

3 Percussion (Pere): 3 players performing on Glockenspiel, Vibraslap or 
Tambourine, Tam-Tam or large Gong, Snare Drum, Suspended 
Cymbals and Bass Drum 

1 Chimes 
1 Bass Drum (BD) Solo 

Duration: 6 minutes 

BIOGRAPHY 

Russell Peck was born in Detroit in 1945. He holds a doctorate in composition. from 
the University of Michigan, where he studied with Leslie Bassett and Ross Lee Fin
ney, and has been a student, at Tanglewood, of Gunther Schuller and George Hoch
berg. He has been a recipient of the Koussevitsky Prize, of three BMI awards, and 
of grants from the National Endowment for the Arts and the Ford Foundation. His 
works have been performed by the Detroit Symphony, Buffalo Philharmonic, Minne
sota Orchestra, Cincinnati Symphony and the New Orleans Philharmonic. He has 
been composer-in-residence with the Indianapolis Symphony, Assistant Professor of 
Composition at Northern Illinois University and a Visiting Professor at the Eastman 
School of Music. He is presently on the Artist Faculty of the North Carolina School . 
of the Arts. 



In the Cave there is no sunlight. Everyone has 
lost sight, wearing sunglasses over their atrophied 
eyes. Pla:m:a..Mletnid---hHltc Ga. e:; 1Rffi'i~y .~ 
('_'?Es a gd ls hretfTtgbt. 'Elw:::m'ii'iieI~ thil Ce ¥e- I fJ I.+€ 01\~~>;J 
JJ.1arrez Neel 1m1g-w-·-"" ;:miJfqf8QW::~ ?>LAU music is 
by feel. No one is watching. No inhibitions. Ev-
eryone moves to the music, ensembles in unison. 

The Cave is located on a Sethian node three 
miles below the earth's crust, underneath a corn
field in DeKalb, Illinois. The rock walls ring to 
one unchanging pulse, upon which all the cave dwel
lers build their spontaneous symphonies. 

RUSSELL PECK 
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