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Common Core State Standards 
 
This text is relevant to several Common Core State Standards, including the following: 
 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.4.3 
Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, 
including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text. 
 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.4.10 
By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social 

studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 4-5 text complexity band proficiently, with 

scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.  
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Interesting Facts  
 

  It has been estimated that there were either 1,736 or 3,000 individual fires burning 
before the “Big Blowup.” 
 

 After the “Big Blowup,” the “Great Fire” was 185 miles long and 65 miles wide. 
 

  About 3 million acres burned. That’s almost 2,268,750 football fields! 
 

 Approximately 7.5 billion board feet of timber—enough to build 2-3 hundred thousand 
homes—was burned.  
 

 There were at least 85 casualties. 
 

 The fires burned up several towns. 
 

 There was so much smoke that it darkened the sky as far south as Denver, Colorado, and 
as far east as Waterton, New York. To the west, ships 500 miles out at sea couldn’t 
navigate using the stars because smoke filled the sky.  
 

 Soot from the fires fell on Greenland.  
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Media Attributions 
 
Cover photograph by Cameron Strandberg. Released under a CC-BY 2.0 license. 

Pg. 2 image from the Boston Public Library, Print Department; in the public domain.  

Pg. 3 photograph by H. English. Released under a CC-BY 2.0 license. 

Pg. 4 photograph: Museum of North Idaho Photo FI-1-22. 

Pg. 4 photograph: Museum of North Idaho Photo FI-1-41. 

Pg. 5 photograph by an unknown author; in the public domain. 

Pg. 6 photograph: Museum of North Idaho Photo FI-1-54. 

Pg. 6 photograph by R.H. McKay. Released under a CC-BY 2.0 license. 

Pg. 7 photograph by the Forest Service Northern Region. Released under a CC-BY 2.0 license. 

Pg. 10 map from "When the Mountains Roared: Stories of the 1910 Fire", a 1978 Forest Service publication. 
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