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WHAT IS A GOVERNMENT DOCUMENT?

"Government documents is a blanket term used to categorize any
information disseminated by a government agency. As such,
material produced by government bodies at the local, state,
federal, and international level, in addition to government-funded
agencies and organizations, are all considered government
documents.” (Jennifer Morgan, Jerome Hall Law Library, Indiana
University)




WHAT IS THE FEDERAL DEPOSITORY LIBRARY
PROGRAM?

The Federal Depository Library Program (FDLP) was initiated
by Congress in 1813 to ensure the American public's access
to the Government’s information through designated libraries.
Today the Government Publishing Office (GPO) oversees the
program under the authority of Title 44 of the United States
Code. Approx. 1,100 Federal Depository Libraries exist
across all 50 states.

The Ul Library joined the FDLP in 1907 and became a
regional depository for Idaho in 1967; the Library acquires
100% of documents issued by the GPO.




HOW ARE GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS
ARRANGED?

Organized by the Superintendent of Documents (SuDoc) alpha-
numeric classification system.

Each document is classified by issuing agency (Congress,
government department, agency or commission), not subject.

Most SuDoc numbers use the following format:

Class Stem ||‘|::1w|::1ua| book number

A13150W64




GPO ISSUING AGENCIES

How to Locate a
U.S. Government Publication

U.S. Government publications in this collection are arranged by the Superintendent
of Documents classification number. Publications are grouped together by issuing
agency. To ensure that you find all of the materials available on a particular subject,
be sure to check the databases or indexes recommended by youwur librarian.

The example Delow shows how the Sugerintendent of Documents classification numnber
PREX 3.15:2014-15 is construclted for the publication The World Factbook:

PREX 3. 15: 20}!4-15
Exeocutive Ofico of the FProsicdom Controd Inteliigonce Agoncy Numder doesgnating Yoour of pubDhicotedn
Ossuing agency) (SO rgdinale Cureayw the ttle T SOV TO

wWHihan the sssuing agency)

Here are the prefixes from the Superintendent of Documents
classification numbers for some other agencies that you may find of interest:

A Agriculture Department
< 3 \ffénsii—s_é:ﬁl;eréiih(éc;-ﬁﬁ-e_tce Dopanmont)
o  Defense Department -
E Energy Department
ED Education Cepartment
EP Environmental Protect:on Agoncy
GA Government .A.ccounlas-liiiy Oftice
Ge Government ﬁbt)t;llshlng Offtice
HE 20.7000: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
T Homeland Security Department
8 Interior Department
1 19 -G“s-—a‘o-{:!o;iz;l—gurvoy (lntoriov Dopanmont)
T Justice dopért}nonl - ' -
Ju Judlcnat{f i
L Labor .D-‘o.partmonl
- Library of Congross
. NAS National Aeronautics and Space Administration
s State Department
SSA Social Security Administration
s Smithsonian Institution
T 22 Internal Revenue Saervice (Treasury Department)
XX Congross
Y 4 Congreossional Committees

Your librarian will be happy 1o provide you with the prefixes for any U.S. Governmen: agency
and any other information that can help you find the matersials you need.

NMany U.S. Government pubications are availadble online, and sOomeé areé issued also in other foomats,
They may De listed in your library’s catalog
and Iin the Catalog oY U.S. Govarnmant Pubiicattons 2t hMtp://catalog.gpo.gov/.

20 | IPEMNAL PEFAISITOKS Gpo U.S. GOVERNMENTY PUBLISHMING COFFICE
LIBREARY PROGRAM HKeop ng Amaerica Infoemead | OFFICLAL | DISGITAL | SECUSssTE




GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS IN PRINT AT
THE U OF | LIBRARY

Ul Library Government Documents physical collection

consists of paper documents, microforms, maps and CD-
ROMS

The physical collection is located in the basement of the
Library and is a closed stacks collection. Please request
items at the Research Help Desk or Circulation Desk.

Ul Library has U.S. government information on a wide range
of subjects.

Ul Library Research Guide on Government Information
available with more information on accessing materials.



https://libguides.uidaho.edu/Documents

FINDING GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS IN
PRINT AT THE U OF | LIBRARY

To locate a specific print document in the Library, use our

library catalog to find the call number or ask for help at the
Research Help Desk.

search demo in for a print Ul government document

Ul Library Research Guide provides
more information on locating government documents



https://alliance-uidaho.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?vid=01ALLIANCE_UID:UID&lang=en
https://libguides.uidaho.edu/Documents

HOW TO FIND U.S. GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS
ONLINE

- provides one-stop searching across multiple
U.S. Federal Government databases

— Includes links to various topics from
many agencies (health, environment, education, civil rights,
science, etc.)

— search, browse, and download over 2 million U.S.
government publications

(maintained by GODORT)


https://alliance-uidaho.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?vid=01ALLIANCE_UID:UID&lang=en
https://discover.gpo.gov/primo-explore/search?vid=GPO
https://libguides.fdlp.gov/
https://libguides.fdlp.gov/
https://www.govinfo.gov/
https://godort.libguides.com/statedatabases

PREVIOUS WORKSHOPS

*Tips and Tricks for Word, Excel, PowerPoint, and OneDrive
*Planning and Organizing a Literature Review

*Tools for Building a Scholarly Presence

*Six Questions You Need to Ask Before Publishing a Journal Article
*Web Mapping for Every Discipline — How to Use ArcGIS Online
*Drop-in Citation Management Help

*Essential Library Resources, Services, and Skills for Graduate
Students

*Getting Started with Zotero

*And many more!


https://www.lib.uidaho.edu/services/workshops/resources.html

FALL 2025 LIBRARY WORKSHOPS
WHEN: Mondays from 1:30pm — 2:30pm

WHERE: Library Data Hub (Room 107) and live via Zoom

Sept. 8: Geographic Information System (GIS) Resources for Graduate Students (GSE)

Sept. 15: Creating Geographic Animation Using Google Earth Studio (Tech Talk)

Sept. 22: Markdown and Pandoc for Academic Writing (GSE)

Sept. 29: Introduction to Citation Managers (GSE)

Oct. 6: Introduction to ModelBuilder in ArcGIS Pro (Tech Talk)

Oct. 13: Managing Research Data (GSE)

Oct. 20: Introduction to Version Control with Git and GitHub (Tech Talk)

Oct. 27: Generative-Al Capabilities and Ethics in Qualitative Research (Tech Talk)

Nov. 3: Finding and Using Print and Online Government Information Resources in the U of | Library (GSE)

Nov. 10: Introduction to Building Autonomous Al Agents (Tech Talk) Universityofldaho
Library



QUESTIONS?




1

Universityofldaho

Library

THANK YOU!
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