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ARCH454  Fall 2024: Studio Visit to the Spokane Lookout Museum.
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ARE LOOKOUTS A BUILDING TYPE?
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N. Pevsner, A History of Building Types (1976).
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Are Lookouts a Type?

Why Idaho?
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Le Corbusier, Cabanon, Roquebrune-Cap-Martin (1951).
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Administrative Buildings: Lookouts.
From: J. R. Grosvenor, A History of the Architecture of the USDA Forest Service (1999).
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USDA, Trail Construction on the National Forests (1918).
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Examples of Pack Trains (1930s).
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WHY IDAHO?
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Are Lookouts a Type?

Why Idaho?
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Left: Idaho Lookout Map (blue: still standing; red: abandoned/demolished/collapsed).
Right: Idaho Fire Map (XX Century).
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Bertha Hill: The First Forest Lookout. From Kresek (1984).
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Vandalism & Abandonment. Source: US Forest Service
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GEARS
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T.W. Norcross, Standard Lookout Structure Plans (1938).
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Types of Cabins. From: R. Kresek. Fire Lookouts of the Northwest (1984).
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A.A. Dutto, Representation of the assembly scheme of the lookout tower type. 
From top to bottom: podium, stairs, walkway, cabin, windows, roof.
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Left: Types of Cabins. Board by S. Scott and C. Reakes (ARCH454 Spring ‘24).
Right: Types of Roofs. Board by E. J. Cresse and L. Lesmann (ARCH454 Spring ’24).
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Left: Types of Stairs. Board by J. Billington and D. Zepeda (ARCH454 Spring ‘24).
Right: Types of Openings. Board by J. Nelson and M. Smith (ARCH454 Spring ’24).
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Left: Types of Structural Support. Board by S. Bordenick and S. Burkett (ARCH454 Spring ‘24).
Right: Types of Walkways. Board by B. Jones and A. Shearman (ARCH454 Spring ’24).
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GIS Survey Map. ARCH454 Spring ’24.



Renfrew Colloquium 2024   Exploring Idaho Lookouts: Legacy and Future Perspectives     Andrea A. Dutto

Are Lookouts a Type?

Why Idaho?

Gears

Cluster

Repair

Innovate

GIS Survey Map. ARCH454 Spring ’24.



Renfrew Colloquium 2024   Exploring Idaho Lookouts: Legacy and Future Perspectives     Andrea A. Dutto

Are Lookouts a Type?

Why Idaho?

Gears

Cluster

Repair

Innovate

Left: Google-backpack street view device. Source: TheVerge. 
Right: prototype of Lookout GIS App

NO

YES
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C. Jencks, N. Silver, Adhocism: The Case for Improvisation (1972).
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Example of Lookouts’ “Adhocism.” From Kresek (1984).
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Adhocist Lookout Design. A proposal for Looking Glass Lookout. 
Project by M. Smith (ARCH454 Spring ‘24).
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Adhocist Lookout Design. A proposal for Looking Glass Lookout. 
Project by M. Smith (ARCH454 Spring ‘24).
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CLUSTERS
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Lookout dispatcher locating a fire by triangulation (1939).
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G.M. Byram, Eye-test for Lookout Men (1944).
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Blind area from fixed detection stations (1969).
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The Isabella Landing Cluster (Idaho Panhandle National Forests) 
Board by J. Bruggeman (ARCH454 Fall ‘24).
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Lookout Cluster Analyses.
Boards by M. Lagunes (left), H. Lawrence (right)(ARCH454 Fall ‘24).
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The Isabella Landing Cluster. 
Board by J. Bruggeman (ARCH454 Fall ‘24).
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Proposal for West Fork Lookout cluster. 
Project by L. Lesmann (ARCH454 Spring ‘24).
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REPAIR
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Lecture by Don and Nancy Hammond, authors of the book "The Last Lookout on Dunn Peak" (April 2024).
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Bear Mountain Lookout. Improvement Project by C. Reakes (ARCH454 Spring ‘24).
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Wylies Peak Lookout. Improvement Project by B. Jones (ARCH454 Spring ‘24). 
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Chicken Peak Lookout. Improvement Project by J. Nelson (ARCH454 Spring ’24).
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INNOVATE
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ARCH454 Spring ‘24
Innovate Accessibility. Project by S. Bordenick (ARCH454 Spring ’24).
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Innovate Functional Distribution. Project by S. Scott (ARCH454 Spring ’24).
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Innovate Situatedness. Project by A. Shearman (ARCH454 Spring ’24).
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Innovate Structures. Project by J. Billington (ARCH454 Spring ’24).



Renfrew Colloquium 2024   Exploring Idaho Lookouts: Legacy and Future Perspectives     Andrea A. Dutto

Course session with Gary Weber from the Forest Fire Lookout Association. Spring 2024.
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Publication of student works on the Forest Fire Lookout Association Magazine. Summer 2024
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END OF HISTORY?
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THANKS

adutto@uidaho.edu
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