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OUR AGENDA
Welcome + Introduction

What is a primary source

Why use primary sources

Strategies for using primary sources

Where to find primary sources

Q&A + Wrap Up



WHAT IS A 
PRIMARY SOURCE?

How do you define a 
primary source vs. a 
secondary source?

What are some examples of 
primary sources? 

Where have you 
encountered primary 
sources as a student?

Esther E. Thomas scrapbooks, 1915-1925, MG 170, University of Idaho Library Special 
Collections and Archives



WHAT IS A PRIMARY SOURCE?
primary source
n.

Material that contains firsthand accounts of events and that was 
created contemporaneous to those events or later recalled by an 
eyewitness (Society of American Archivists)

secondary source
n.

A work that is not based on direct observation of or evidence directly 
associated with the subject, but instead relies on sources of information; 
A work commenting on another work (primary sources), such as reviews, 
criticism, and commentaries (Society of American Archivists)

WHAT ARE SOME EXAMPLES?



PRIMARY SOURCE 
EXAMPLES

Personal documents
Official documents
Business records
Photographs
Publications
Audio recordings
Objects

AN INCOMPLETE LIST



WHY USE 
PRIMARY SOURCES?

Spark curiosity or engagement with 
a novel medium – the “cool factor”

University of Idaho Campus Photographs, PG 1, University of Idaho Library Special 
Collections and Archives

Illustrate how scholarship is made 
up of source material, passed 
through a lens of interpretation 

Teach critical thinking skills, 
evidence analysis, and argument 
development



INSTRUCTION IN PRIMARY SOURCE 
USE IS A UNIQUE THING TO OFFER



STRATEGIES FOR USING PRIMARY SOURCES
Analyzing individual primary sources
 SOAPSTonE (Speaker, Occasion, Audience, Purpose, Subject, Tone, and Evidence)
 See, Think, Wonder
 Surprising, Interesting, Troubling

Compare a secondary source interpretation to primary sources 
referenced therein
 Consider what choices the secondary source author made in their 

interpretation

Use a collection of primary sources to answer a question or form an 
argument
 What do a group of primary sources tell them about an event or era? 
 What evidence seems to be missing?  



PEDAGOGICAL 
RESOURCES

Teaching with Primary Sources 
Bibliography

Seven Strategies for Teaching 
Primary Sources

Teaching with Documents

https://tpscollective.org/bibliography/
https://tpscollective.org/bibliography/
https://dcc.newberry.org/?p=19759
https://dcc.newberry.org/?p=19759
https://www.archives.gov/education/teaching-with-documents


WHERE TO FIND 
PRIMARY SOURCES

Physical repositories

Primary source readers

Digital collections

Student’s personal collection

Public spaces



AT UNIVERSITY OF IDAHO LIBRARY
Special Collections and Archives

Located in Library basement, Reading Room on first floor; 
specialization in regional and university history, plus jazz history, science 
fiction, and environment

Digital Collections (lib.uidaho.edu/digital)
Online access to groups of historic document, photos, and other 

records, largely drawn from university archive

Other Collections
Maps, aerial photos, publication back issues, older book titles, 

newspapers

https://www.lib.uidaho.edu/digital/


ALSO ON CAMPUS
Bowers Laboratory of Anthropology 
https://www.uidaho.edu/class/anthrolab

Leila Old Historic Costume Collection
https://www.uidaho.edu/cals/family-and-consumer-sciences/teaching-
labs/leila-old-historic-costume-collection

Stillinger Herbarium
https://www.uidaho.edu/cals/herbarium

Barr Entomological Museum
https://www.uidaho.edu/cals/entomology-plant-pathology-and-
nematology/research/entomological-museum

https://www.uidaho.edu/class/anthrolab
https://www.uidaho.edu/cals/family-and-consumer-sciences/teaching-labs/leila-old-historic-costume-collection
https://www.uidaho.edu/cals/family-and-consumer-sciences/teaching-labs/leila-old-historic-costume-collection
https://www.uidaho.edu/cals/herbarium
https://www.uidaho.edu/cals/entomology-plant-pathology-and-nematology/research/entomological-museum
https://www.uidaho.edu/cals/entomology-plant-pathology-and-nematology/research/entomological-museum


QUESTIONS? THOUGHTS? FEEDBACK?

Explore our holdings by visiting 
https://archiveswest.orbiscascade.org/search.php?r=idu

Reach out if I can be of assistance!
dulce@uidaho.edu

https://archiveswest.orbiscascade.org/search.php?r=idu
mailto:dulce@uidaho.edu


PREVIOUS WORKSHOPS

https://www.lib.uidaho.edu/services/workshops/resources.html

• Tips and Tricks for Word, Excel, and PowerPoint

• Organizing your Research and Data Management

• Planning and Organizing a Literature Review

• Tools for Building a Scholarly Presence

• Creating Research Posters with PowerPoint

• Essential Library Skills to Ace Graduate School

• Open Educational Resources and Graduate Students

• AND MORE!

https://www.lib.uidaho.edu/services/workshops/resources.html


FALL 2024 GRADUATE STUDENT ESSENTIALS​

WHEN: Wednesdays from 12:30pm – 1:30pm

WHERE: Library first floor classroom (Room 120) and live via Zoom

• August 21: Slides Like Whoa: Presentation Strategies and Tools

• August 28: GIS Resources for Graduate Students

• September 4: Cite Me Maybe: Open Access Publishing for Graduate Students (Zoom only)

• September 11: Getting Started with Popular Library Databases

• September 18: Let’s Start from the Beginning: Teaching with Primary Sources in Special Collections 

• September 25: Make Data Management Easier



THANK YOU!
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