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What we’re covering today

• Planning and organizing a literature review

• Utilizing advanced search strategies



Questions during the session?

Type them in the Zoom chat box!



Planning and organizing a literature review

• What is a literature review?

o An up-to-date or current overview of research on 
a particular topic



Planning and organizing a literature review

• What is the purpose of a literature review?

o A literature review “shows readers where the 
[author] is entering the academic conversation 
on a particular topic”

▪ Identifies gaps in the research

▪ Demonstrates that an author understands 
how their research fits within and expands 
the body of work on a topic

Ashford University Writing Center. (2019). Writing a literature review. https://writingcenter.ashford.edu/writing-literature-review

https://writingcenter.ashford.edu/writing-literature-review


Planning and organizing a literature review

• What is the appropriate scope for a literature 
review?

o How comprehensive does it need to be?

o Will it include ALL related material regardless of 
date, or focus only on a specific time frame?

o Will it include sources from other, related 
disciplines?

o Will it include sources written in other 
languages?

Boston College Libraries. (2020, August 5). Writing a literature review – Phase 1: Scope of review.

https://libguides.bc.edu/litreview/phase1

https://libguides.bc.edu/litreview/phase1


Planning and organizing a literature review

• How can you organize a literature review?

o Consider organizing a literature review by:

▪ Topic or concept

▪ Theory

▪ Methodology or method

▪ Publication date



Zoom chat box check-in

• Do you have any questions about the purpose, 
scope, or organizational options for literature 
reviews?

Share your questions in the Zoom chat box



Planning and organizing a literature review

• How can you make connections between the 
sources you find?

o Summary versus synthesis

• One strategy is to use a synthesis matrix

o “Helps you record the main points of each 
source and document how sources relate to 
each other”

Johns Hopkins Sheridan Libraries. (2019, August 14). Write a literature review: Synthesize. https://guides.library.jhu.edu/lit-

review/synthesize

https://guides.library.jhu.edu/lit-review/synthesize


Ashford University Writing Center. (2019). Synthesis matrix sample. https://writingcenter.ashford.edu/sites/default/files/inline-

files/Synthesis%20Matrix%20Sample.pdf

https://writingcenter.ashford.edu/sites/default/files/inline-files/Synthesis%20Matrix%20Sample.pdf


North Carolina State University Writing & Speaking Tutorial Service. (2006). Writing a literature review and using a synthesis matrix.

https://tutorial.dasa.ncsu.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/29/2015/06/synthesis-matrix.pdf

https://tutorial.dasa.ncsu.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/29/2015/06/synthesis-matrix.pdf


Planning and organizing a literature review

Synthesis matrix template

https://jylisadoney.github.io/media/Synthe
sisMatrixTemplates-GSE.xlsx

https://jylisadoney.github.io/media/SynthesisMatrixTemplates-GSE.xlsx


Planning and organizing a literature review

• When do you stop searching for literature?

o Searched within all relevant resources

o Utilized various search strategies and keywords

o Achieved saturation = seeing the same sources 
repeatedly

o Found enough sources to justify that your new 
research is necessary



Zoom chat box check-in

• Do you have any questions about using a 
synthesis matrix or when to stop searching for 
literature?

Share your questions in the Zoom chat box



Utilizing advanced search strategies

• Saving searches and setting search alerts

• Mining author networks

• Conducting citation chaining/searching



Utilizing advanced search strategies

• What are the benefits of “saving searches”?

• What are the benefits of setting search alerts?

• Resources with this functionality include:

o Web of Science Core Collection

o Google Scholar

o ProQuest databases

o EBSCOhost databases



Zoom chat box check-in

• Do you have any questions about saving searches 
or setting search alerts?

Share your questions in the Zoom chat box



Utilizing advanced search strategies

• Mining author networks

o Who is publishing research on a particular 
topic?

o Who are their co-authors on related papers?

• Two resources for mining author networks:

o Web of Science Core Collection

o Google Scholar



Zoom chat box check-in

• Do you have any questions about using Web of 
Science Core Collection or Google Scholar to mine 
author networks?

Share your questions in the Zoom chat box



Utilizing advanced search strategies

• Citation chaining/searching is:

o A strategy in which you use a single source to 
find related sources

• Citation chaining/searching helps you:

o Trace the roots of important ideas

o Discover how a topic has changed over time



Utilizing advanced search strategies

• Two types of citation chaining/searching:

o Backward citation chaining/searching

o Forward citation chaining/searching



Utilizing advanced search strategies

• Backward citation chaining/searching:

o Finding additional sources in reference lists

• Steps for backward citation chaining/searching

1. Find a source of interest

2. Determine full-text availability

3. Examine its in-text citations and reference list

4. Identify new sources of interest

5. Determine full-text availability



Utilizing advanced search strategies

• Forward citation chaining/searching:

o Finding sources that cited your original source

• Steps for forward citation chaining/searching

1. Find a source of interest

2. Visit Web of Science Core Collection or Google 
Scholar

3. Search for the title of the source

4. Click “Times cited” (WoS CC) or “Cited by” (GS)

5. Determine full-text availability



Zoom chat box check-in

• Do you have any questions about backward or 
forward citation chaining/searching?

• Do you have any other questions about this 
workshop?

Share your questions in the Zoom chat box



Graduate Student Essentials

September 22: Tools for Building Scholarly Presence

September 29: Citation Management with Zotero

October 6: Tips and Tricks for Microsoft Word, Excel, and OneDrive

October 13: Organizing your Research and Data Management

October 20: Creating a Research Poster

Share your feedback: 

https://uidaho.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_5vAWO6Vp8RNLc9v

https://uidaho.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_5vAWO6Vp8RNLc9v

