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1. Starting database: Health and Wellness Resource Center (Find Articles, 
Subject Medicine) 

a. Try different terms, perhaps broadening topic, to bring up encyclopedia 
articles. 

b. Watch for linked (clickable) subject terms that describe your topic and 
search (click) those. 

c. Find at least one good article and email to someone or all in your group. 
d. Another place to look is the website www.medlineplus.gov 

2. Next: Narrow your topic and use one or more of these article databases.  
a. In EbscoSearch, go to the “Choose databases” tab and check the 

following databases: 
i. HealthSource (both Consumer and Academic) 
ii. AltHealthWatch 
iii. In EbscoSearch, you might try adding the following phrases to your 

main search terms if they describe the type of information you are 
looking for 

1. Moral ethical aspects 
2. Adverse effects 
3. Safety 
4. Effective* (*will find effective and effectiveness) 
5. Side effects 

b. LexisNexis: good for newspapers, can find articles in Lewiston, Boise and 
Spokane paper also (ask for tips on how to find those). 

c. Opposing Viewpoints Resource Center  
i. Found under “Find Articles,” “Databases by Title”, “O” 
ii. Only four people can use at a time 
iii. Great for getting different opinions on an issue 

3. Websites 
a. Find a website that you think might be useful for your presentation.  Before 

you use it for a source, look on the back for the CRAAP test questions you 
should ask about any website you use for information.  Discuss those  
questions with your group and check them off. 
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Write website name and URL Check off when 
you have 
discussed this 
question 
 
 

CURRENCY 
 

 What clues show when the source was last updated, whether it 
is up to date, or if the site is being maintained?   

 

RELEVANCE 
 

 Does the information relate to your topic or answer your 
question?  

 

 

 Is the information at an appropriate level?  

AUTHORITY 
 

 Who is the creator of this web source?  
 

 

 Describe what you can find about the creator’s (or 
organization's) knowledge, expertise, or “special interest” on 
the subject?  

 

 Does the URL reveal anything about the author or 
source?     examples: .com .edu .gov .org .net 

 

ACCURACY 
 

 Is the information supported by evidence?  

 Does the language or tone seem unbiased and free of 
emotion? 

 

 Are there spelling, grammar, or other typographical errors?  

PURPOSE 
 

 What is the purpose of the information? to inform? teach? sell? 
entertain? persuade? 

 

 Do the authors/sponsors make their intentions or purpose 
clear?  

 

 Are there political, ideological, cultural, religious, institutional, 
or personal biases?    

 

 


