Tools Are Us / Hist404 / Dick Wilson
Karen Hertel, Patent & Trademark Librarian
karenh@uidaho.edu

U.S. Patent & Trademark Office Flg 2

WWW.US DtO . q ov ST T I T ‘[ P T ST mmuumm-nnnmmmm

Steps for finding patents: ! \\

1. Click on “Search” under Patents on left-hand side of
webpage
2. To use the classification system click on “Tools to Help
in Searching by Patent Classification” in the purple box
Or a s o il 11
Try and find a classification by pulling up a relevant ‘ “‘“'_MllﬂlllllllIIIIllllIIIIIIIIIIllllléimﬂlllmulullllllllmw
patent. To do this click on “Quick Search” in the green
box and enter some keywords. Note the Current US Classification
Or
If you have a patent number click on “Patent Number Search” in the green box and enter
number. Note the Current US Classification.

Tools to Help in Searching by Patent Classification:
1. USPC Index lets you look up class and subclass numbers by keywords (i.e. saddle,
windshield cleaner).
2. Class Numbers and Titles is a good way to scan the list of available classes for ideas.
3. If you have a specific class and subclass enter in the two boxes and you will go directly to
the class schedule.

Keyword Searching:
There are problems with keyword searching. You must use the classification system to follow a
technology through time. Some of the problems with relying solely on keyword searching to find
patents are:
e The language of patents can be vague and imprecise.
0 Examples of patent titles: “Coating Implement with Material Supply in an
Expendable Sheath”, “Occupant Propelled Land Vehicle”
e Keyword searching only goes back to 1976. The patent system started in 1790. The only
two fields that are indexed prior to 1976 are Patent Number and U.S. Classification.
e With keyword searching you will retrieve a lot of “false hits” and you will miss some of
the patents in a technology class.

e To view patent images you will need to down-load a plug-in. Instructions for doing so are
at “How to Access and View Full-Page Images” in the purple box.
e If you know an inventor name and year of invention, you can use the paper annual
indexes to find a patent number.
e Try and find a book with the history of your invention. You might have to broaden the
search.
Examples of books in Ul Library:
e The Saw in History : a Comprehensive Description of the Development of this Most
useful of Tools from the Earliest Times down to the Present Day.
e The Housewares Story; a History of the American Housewares Industry
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Bibliography of Useful Books

*Indicates that patent numbers are given

Feminine Ingenuity T36.M33 1992
Most of the patents mentioned are listed in the appendix on pg. 383

*Girls Think of Everything: Stories of Ingenious Inventions by WomenPZ257.A3 T5 2000
A few give patent numbers

*Historical First Patents: The First United States Patent for Many Everyday Things
T223.P2 B76 1994

*Inductees of the National Inventors Hall of Fame Patent Ref T21.N38 2004
*Inventing the 19 Century: 100 Inventions that Shaped the Victorian Age T19.V36 2001
*Mothers and Daughters of Invention: Notes for a Revised History of Technology

T36.S573 1993
Dates of patents(not numbers) are listed in appendixes. Contact Karen Hertel if you want to find

the patent number.

Mothers of Invention: From the Bra to the Bomb, Forgotten Women & Their Unforgettable Ideas
T36.V36 1988

Name and Date Patents: July 31, 1790-July 2, 1836 Patent *D C21.2:N15X
*Patently Female: From AZT to TV Dinners, Stories of Women Inventors and Their
Breakthrough Ideas T36.V38 2001

Some have patent numbers

Popular Science: Science Year by Year: Discoveries and Inventions from the Last Century that
Shape our Lives Ref Q125.P755 2001
Only covers 20" century

*The Real McCoy: African-American Invention and Innovation, 1619-1930T39.J28 1990

The Second World Almanac Book of Inventions Ref T15.G58 1986
Arranged in broad classes like ““Media and Communications”

*Subject Index of Patents for Inventions 1790-1873 (3 vol)Patent Ref T223.D7 A45 1976

They Made America Ref T39.E83 2004
In-depth biographical profiles of the inventors and the ““story”” of the invention

*\Women Inventors...1790-1888 Patent *D 123.5 W84
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